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Coldthwaite Independent School District 
1509 Hannah Valley Road P. 0. Box 608 

Phone 325-648-3531 Fax 325-648-2456 
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844 

Federal Communications Co-&nission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12* Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: CC Docket No. 02-06 m: 02-6 
Entity appealing: 

Goldthwaite ISD 
Billed Entity Number: 141161 
Contact: Jenice Benningfield PO Box 608 Goldthwaite, Texas 76844 
Phone: 325-648-3531 

Email: jbenningiield@gisd.centex-edu.net 
Fax: 325-648-2456 

Decision appealed: 

Administrator’s Decision On Appeal - Funding Year 2003-2004 
Date of document: 10/01/2007 
471 Application # 34473 1 
FRN’s: 928977 & 928981 

Goldthwaite ISD is seeking a Request for Review fiom the FCC. 

Regarding funding year 2003-2004, FRN’s 928977 & 928981 were approved in full. However, approximately 
four years passed and Goldthwaite ISD received a Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letter dated April 
23,2007. This letter stated that Goldthwaite ISD failed to post a new FCC Form 470 before extending its 
existing contract and failed to comply with the competitive bidding requirements therefore funding for FRN’s 
928977 & 928981 is being rescinded. Follow-up letters fiom USAC dated July 31,2007 and August 23,2007 
stated that Goldthwaite ISD did not post for the requested category of service (Internet Access). 

In response to the USAC letters, Goldthwaite ISD submitted three letters dated June 18,2007; August 13,2007; 
and September 6,2007. These letters clearly outline and document how Goldthwaite posted a new FCC 470, 
requested a category of service for Internet Access Service and complied with competitive bidding 
sequirerhents. ‘However, Goldthwaite ISD received a denial tetter on October 1,2007 regarding their appeal. 
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!r .Consideing that Goldthwaite ISD hasshbwn a goodxfaith effort to comply with all competitive bidding 
'requirements this is not a case of waste, fraud or abuse but a clerical error. For that reason Goldthwaite ISD is 
respect€& requesthg the'PCC! to redew the attached documents and direct USAC to restore full funding for 
FR"s 928977 & 928981. 

Questions concerning this request can be directed to Jenice Benningfield at 325-648-353 1. 

Sincerely, 

Jekce Benningfield 
Technology Director 
Goldthwaite ISD 

Attachments: Form 470, Block 2 Item #8 
Form 471, Block 5 
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Kerrville 
tip Code 4Digit 

1 I-? 6e. E-mail Address (50 characters max.) jobenson@ktc.com I1 J 

6c. Telephone Number (10 digits .I e a )  (830) 895- 5711 

a 6d. Fax Number ( I O  digits) (830) 8951 1584 I - 
I Block 2: Summary Description of Needs o r  Services Requested I 

7 This Form 470 describes (check all that apply): 
a. @! Tariffed services -telecommunications services, purchased at regulated prices, for which the 
applicant has no signed, written contract. A new Form 470 must be#iled for tariffed services for each 
funding year. 
b. Month-to-month services for which the applicant has no signed, written contract. A new Form 
470 must be filed for these services for each funding year. 

c. Services for which a new written contract is sought for the funding year in Item 2. 

d. A multi-year contract signed on or before 7/10/97 but for which no Form 470 has been filed in 

> 

, 

a previous program year. 
NOTE: Services that are covered by a qualified contract for all or part of the funding year in 
Item 2 do NOT require filing of Formm470. A qualified contract is  a signed, written contract 
executed pursuant to posting a Form 470 in a previous program year OR a contract signed 
onlbefore 7110197 and reported on a Form 470 in a previous year as an existing contract. 

-1 . . .. . . 
.*.a, ' . x r.Iv ,*.- i c  "~ 

s_errv,lcc~r~6uncti,ori'E:' . :IQuantitjr andlor Capacity: 
~O!Fis and ldngi&stance Service 
Igteknet Access Bervice 
Elisfanhe Learning Seivice *. 

Oat.$!ines. , . ".. 112. exit%fig,:$ at leasG2 additional needed ' 

142 exisfing lines & at least 2 additional needed 
.!2 special access lines (T-I) i% 0 additional needed 
:I1 existiag T-1 line & ,O additional needed 

18 Telecommunications Services i 
Do you have a Request for Proposal (RFP) thafspecifies the services you are seeking 3 

- 
tZ YES, I have an FZFP. Choose one of the following: It is available on the Web at 

or via 113 the Contact Person in Item 6 or ti the contact listed in Item 1 I, 
0 NO , I do not have an RFP for these services. 

If vou answered NO, vou must list below the Telecommunications Services you seek. 

prvioes uuder, th&,unive&al,serviGe su~por$ mechanism. Add additional fines if needed. 

Specify each service or function (e.g., local voice service) and quantity and/or capacity 
20 existing lines plus 10 new ones). See the Eligible Services List at 

.sl.un'iversalservice.org for examples of eligible Telecommunications Services, and 
that onlv common carrier telecommunications comt>anies can provide these 
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$RN: 928977 FCDL Date: 

11. Category of Service: Internet Access 
13. SPIN: 143004099 

12.470 Amlieation Number: 906510000296580 
14. Service Provider Name: Central Texas 

15. Contract Number: N/A 
17. Allowable Contract Date: 10/24/2000 

I Icommunications, tnc. 
16. Billing Account Number: 91 5-555-1 024 
18. Contract Award Date: 12/13/2000 

~~~ 

23a. Monthly Charges: $300.00 
23c. Eligible monthly amt.: $300.00 

23b. Ineligible monthly amt.: $.OO 
23d. Number of months of service: 12 

~~~ ~ 

19a. Service Start Date: 07/01/2003 

20. Contract Exniration Date: 06/30/2004 
II9b. Service End Date: 

15. Contract Number: N/A 
17. Allowable Contract Date: 10/24/2000 
19a. Service Start Date: 07/01/2003 

21. Attachment # GOL0602 122. Block 4 Worksheet No.: 435333 

16. Billing Account Number: 915-555-1024 
18. Contract Award Date: 12/13/2000 
19b. Service End Date: 

21. Attachment # GOL0602 
23a. Mqnthly Charges: $177.75 
23c. digible monthly amt.: $177.75 

23e. Annual prediscount amount for eligible recurring charges ( 23c x 23d): $3,600.00 
23f. Annual non-recurring (one-time) charges: 
s.00 

3g. InQligiblerslon-recurring amt.1 $.OO 
> 

22. Block 4 Worksheet No.: 435333 
23b. Ineligible monthly amt.: $.OO 
23d. Number of months of service: 12 

1 

23h. Annual pre-discount amount for eligible non-recurring charges ( 23f - 239): $0.00 
23i. Total nroaram vear'nrediscount amount I 23e + 23hk $3.600.00 

23h. Annual pre-discount amount for eligible non-recurring charges ( 23f - 23g): $0.00 
23i. Total program y.ear pre-discount amount ( 23e + 23h): $2,133.00 
23j. % discoynt (from Blo,ck,lp): 65 
z 23k. Funding Commitment Request ( 23i x 23j): $1,386.45 

~ ~ ~~~ 

23j. % discount (from Block 4): 65 
23k. Funding Commitment Request ( 23i x 23j): $2,340.00 

FRN: 928985 FCRLDate: I 

9 1.. Gatego@ 'Of Seivice: Tele&mmunicatbns 
?mice 
$3. SPIN: 143004099 I 14. Service Provider Name: Central Texas 

35. Contract,@lumb@r: NM 
l?ir..Allowab;le Conjiact .D,ate$O3/1 @!r19SS: 

42.470 Application Number: 21 3660(j00020125 
' 

Communications, Inc. 
16. Bill_ng &count Number: 915-648;3055 
1'8. ;Oo$iact Award Date: 04/08/1998 

- 
FRN: 928981 FCDL Date: 
1 I. Category of Service: Internet Access 112.470 Application Number: 90651 0000296580 
p3. SPIN: 143004099 14. Service Provider Name: Central Texas I Communications. Inc. I 





June 18,2007 

Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libraries Division 
Dept. 25 - Correspondence Unit 
100 South Jefferson Road 
whippany, NJ 07981 

RE: Appeal 

Entity appealing: 
Goldthwaite Independent School District 
BEN: 141161 
Jenice Benningfield 
1509 Hanna Valley Road 
PO Box 608 
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844 
Phone: 325-648-353 1 

Email address: j benningfield@gisd.centex-edu.net 
Fax: 325-648-2456 

Decision appealed: 
Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letter 
Date of Document: April 23,2007 
Funding Year 2002 
471 Application # 29 1045 
FRN: 743654 & 743662 
SPIN: 143004099 

Subject of the Appeal: 

According to the Commitment Adjustment Letter, FRN 743654 & 743662 are denied because 
Goldthwaite ISD failed to post a new FCC Form 470 before extending its existing contract and 
therefore failed to comply with the competitive bidding requirements. 

Explanation: 

The explanations and documents presented below clearly show the intent and good faith effort of 
Goldthwaite ISD and their E-rate consultant to comply with all rules and guidelines for Funding 
Year 2002. 

It is the opinion of Goldthwaite ISD that they clearly: 
(1) Established an Internet Access contract in Funding Year 200 1 that would be renewed 
annually; 
(2) Cited their intent for Internet Access services by posting a new Form 470 for Funding Year 
2002 before!extending the existing contract; 



(3> Complied with competitive bidding requirements; and 
(4) Cited their intent to renew the existing Internet Contract by referencing the establishing Form 
470 Application Number 906510000296580 on Form 471 Block 5 for Funding Year 2002 FR”s 
743654 & 743662. 

The above-mentioned explanations are supported by the following Form 470 & Form 471 facts: 

Funding Year 2001 

For Funding Year 2001 the E-rate consultant on behalf of Goldthwaite ISD posted a Form 470 
(Application ## 906510000296580) on 09/26/2000 on the USAC website and, &er waiting 28 
days, Goldthwaite ISD entered into a contract for Internet Access with Central Texas 
Communications (SPIN 143004099). According to the contract, “the term will be fiom July 1, 
2001 and continue through June 30,2002 and will be renewed annually.” Specifically, the 
contract will be renewed for another year and does not convert to a month-to-month contract. 
Furthermore, according to the Goldthwaite E-rate consultant, this is the establishing Form 470 
for Internet Access and is to be referenced on future Forms 471 until a new contract is signed. It 
is important to note that no new contract was signed during the 2001-2006 E-rate Funding Years. 

Funding Year 2002 

For Funding Year 2002 the E-rate consultant on behalf of Goldthwaite ISD posted a new Form 
470 Application Number 918210000370446 on 10/15/2001. 

Form 470 Block 2, Item #7: 

0 The Goldthwaite E-rate consultant read this statement: “Note: Services that are 
covered by a signed, written contract executedpursuant to posting of a Form 470 
in a previous program year OR a contract signed odefore 711 0197 and reported 
on a Form 470 in a previous year as an existing contract do NOT requireJiling of 
a Form 470” and interpreted it to mean that no new contract was needed because 
a contract for Internet Access was previously executed pursuant to posting of 
new a Form 470 and an existing contract was in place and is to be renewed 
annually. 

Specifically, The contract extension was not reported on Block 2 Item #7 
because a signed, written contract executed pursuant to posting of a Form 470 in a 
previous program year (specifically Funding Year 2001) was in place AND the 
Funding Year 2002 Form 470 did NOT list multi-year or voluntary extensions as 
an option for the applicant to check (4). As a result, Goldthwaite was not able to 
cite voluntary contract extensions for Funding Year 2002 on Form 470. 

Form 470 Block 2 Item #9: 

0 The establishing contract as cited on Form 470 Application 9065 10000296580 
was extended each year for an additional year with the extension being indicated 
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on the cited Fm&ng Year 2002 Form 470 Block 2 Item #9 as the E-rate 
consultant checked (4) that Internet services were being sought. Goldthwaite 
then waited 28 days to comply with competitive bidding requirements before they 
submitted Form 471. 

Form 471 Application Number 291045 was signed on 12/20/2001 and cited the establishing 
Form 470 Application Number 906510000296580 for Internet access on the following 
Block 5’s. 

Block 5, FRN: 743654 

. 470 Application Number: 906510000296580 
Contract Award Date: 12/13/2000 . Service State Date: 07/01/2002 . Contract Expiration Date: 06/30/2003 

Category of Service: Internet Access 

Block 5, FRN: 743662 
Category of Service: Internet Access . 470 Application Number: 9065 10000296580 . Contract Award Date: 124 3/2000 . Service State Date: 0710 1/2002 

9 Contract Expiration Date: 06/30/2003 

It is important to note that Goldthwaite ISD established a pattern of re,drencing the estaLAng 
Form 470 Application number for Internet Access on Form 471 Block 5 for these consecutive 
Funding Years: 2001,2002,2003,2004,2005 and 2006. 

The following forms are attached are attached to support the above-mentioned statements. 

Copy of the original contract establishing Internet Access with Central Texas 
Communications is attached which clearly documents the language that, the 
contract will be renewed annually. 

0 Copy:of the Funding Year 2001 Form 470 (Application Number 
906510000296580), which clearly documents this form as the establishing Form 
470 for the Internet Access contract. 

Copy of Form 470 & Form 471 for Funding Year 2002 to support and document 
the intent and good faith effort of Goldthwaite ISD to post a new Form 470 and 
cite the request for Internet access on Form 470 before extending the existing 
contract; comply with bidding requirements; and to reference the establishing 
Form 470 Application Number on Form 471 Block 5 for FR”s 743654 & 
743662. 

Because (these documents show that Goldthwaite ISD posted a new FCC Form 470 before 
extending the existing contract; they referenced the establishing Form 470 for the Internet 
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Access and complied with the competitive bidding requixements, Goldthwate ISD i s  
respectfdy requesting USAC to dismiss the Funding Commitment Adjustments for FRN 
1 11 8630. 

Sincerely, 

Jute Benningfield 
Technology Director 
Goldthwaite ISD 



August 13,2007 

Also attachd is pjge 2 ofFY 2003 Form 470# 237336000422745 which clearly documents the 
reclucstforIA~ccessImd~thecatogaxgofT~~catibmsS#victs. 
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Septembex 6,2007 

Jose Dim 973-599-6525 
Program Compliance Unit 

RE: Goldthwaite ISD, Application Number: 34473 1, FRN’s 928977 & 92898 1 

Goldthwaite complied wit4 competitive bidding requirements, specifically, 
0 Goldthwaite ISD opened a competitive bidding process for Funding Year 2003 when they 

posted Form 470 application # 237330000422745; 
0 Goldthwaite then described specific services for support. For example, they listed Internet 

Access as a service requested for Funding Year 2003; 
Goldthwaite then identified the Telecommunications category of service and listed Internet 
Access under this category of service; 
Internet Access is an eligible service under the Teleccmmunications category of service; 

0 Goldthmite identified all recipients of services for support; 
Followed all applicable state and local procurement laws; and 
Waited 28 days after the Form 470 is posted to the USAC website before se€ecting a vendor. 

It is important to note that Goldthwaie did not receive one single bid in response to posting 
Funding Year 2003 Form 47Q for any of the services requested. 

Goldtbwaite Requested a Category of Service 
When Goldthwaite ISD posted Fundhig Year 2003 Form 470 application # 237330000422745 
they specified hternet Access as a Telecommunications category of service; however, FRN’s 
928977 & 928981 on Block 5 of Form 471 listed Internet Access as the Service Category for the 
Internet Access service. Because of the change in category of service for Internet access it would 
appear that a category of service wasn’t posted for Internet Access; however, Internet Access 
was indeed posted on Form 470 under the Telecommunications category of Service. It is 
important to note that According to Step 8’Jcegardhg Form 471 -- “Ifapplicants make errors in 
specifying the proper category of service, USAC may adjust the category” and in this situation 
because Internet Access was posted on Form 470 and Form 471 and Item 21 attachments for 
FR”s 928977 & 928981 were attached, the USAC reviewers could have adjusted the category 
of service. 

Request for ARpeal to be Approved 
It is purely an error that Internet Access is specXed as a Telecommunicatiom category of service 
on Form 470 and’ is specs4 as an htemet Access category of service on Form 471 Application 
# 34473 1. The technical error however, doesn’t warrant the FRN’s to be denied when it is clear 
that Goldtbwate posted a’Form 470 for Internet Access and requested Internet Access service on 
Form 471 for 928977 & 928981 and provided supporting Item 21 Attachments. 

With the service category for Internet Service being posted on both Form 470 and Form 471 this 
cleairly shows the intent of Goldthwdte ISD to request ahd receive discounts on Internet Access 
services and do’es not warrant the denial of FR”s 928977 & 92898 1. This & not a case of h u d  
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or abuse, but an e m  in specifying the p p e r  category'of semice. ?hrefore, 061cithw&e ISD is 
respectfhlly requesting their appeal to be apprcwed. 


